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Supervisors  Support 
Strategies  To  Save 
Supermarket  Services 


More  than  200  Glen  Park  residents 
attended  the  January  1 2  Glen  Park  Asso- 
ciation meeting  to  hear  Supervisors  Mark 
Leno  and  Leland  Yee  address  the  after- 
math of  last  fall's  fire  at  Diamond  Super- 
market, and  the  issue  of  what  will  hap- 
pen to  this  property.  There  is  a  rumor  that 


Supervisors  Leland  Yee  and  Mark  Leno 
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the  owner  may  want  to  replace  Glen 
Park  s  only  full-service  grocery  story 
with  a  Walgreens.  Historically,  once  a 
chain  store  comes  into  a  small  neigh- 
borhood, other  small  businesses  are 


by  Zoanne  Nordstrom 
President,  Glen  Park  Association 

driven  out  by  increased  rents. 

Dan  Gustavson,  past  president  of  the 
Glen  Park  Merchants  Association, 
reported  on  what  is  known  about  the  cur- 
rent status  of  the  store.  The  owner.  Anita 
Stelling.  who  does  not  live  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, has  not  communicated  to  date  to 
anyone  what  her  plans  are  for  the  site. 
The  goal  of  the  GPMA  is  to  retain  small 
business  in  our  community.  A  grocery 
store  has  been  at  the  current  location  for 
over  60  years.  Since  the  tire,  there  is  no 
full-service  grocery  store  that  sells  pro- 
duce, transit  tickets  and  a  variety  of  sta- 
ples within  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  The 
closest  markets  are  located  in  the  Excel- 
sior. Diamond  Heights  or  Sunnyside 
neighborhoods. 

Supervisor  Leno.  a  member  of  the 
Supervisors'  Small  Business  Committee, 
told  us  he  had  met  with  city  attorneys 
in  the  Land  Use  Division,  and  brought 
us  a  written  summary  of  that  meeting. 
Supervisors...     continued  on  page  5 


Merchants  are 
Working  to 
Save  Our 
Neighborhood 
Market 

by  Dan  Gustavson.  DDS 
Past  President,  Glen  Park 
Merchants  Association 

The  devastating  fire  that  destroyed 
Diamond  Super  and  Terry's  Meat  &  Deli 
the  night  of  November  22  has  left  many 
Hen  Park  merchants  and  neighbors  con- 
cerned about  the  void  caused  by  the  loss 
of  these  businesses  in  the  community. 
Despite  letters  and  numerous  phone  calls, 
by  the  end  of  January  the  out-of-state 
owner  still  had  not  indicated  what  her 
plans  are  for  the  building. 


The  fire  revived  speculation  about  the 
fate  of  our  neighborhood  market.  Rumors 
have  circulated  that  the  owner  has  nego- 
tiated in  the  past  with  Walgreens  regard- 
ing leasing  the  building.  At  their  last 
renewal,  the  owners  of  Diamond  Super 
were  granted  only  a  5-year  lease.  Con- 
cerned that  the  owner  may  again  nego- 
tiate with  Walgreens,  the  Glen  Park  Mer- 
chants Association  took  a  formal  stand 
opposing  Walgreens  and  encouraging 
long-term  support  of  a  neighborhood 
market.  Many  neighbors  have  also  signed 
petitions 

A  recent  meeting  of  the  Merchants 
Association  led  to  the  conclusion  that  an 
organized,  proactive  stance  combined 
with  as  many  residents  and  neighbor- 
hood groups  as  possible  may  sway  the 
owner  toward  the  support  of  a  market 
rather  than  a  Walgreens  store.  On  behalf 
of  the  GPMA.  I  have  written  two  letters 
to  the  owner  of  the  building.  Excerpts 
Merchants...       continued  on  page  5 


A  Letter  from  Terry: 
Hoping  for  a  Comeback 

Dear  Friends  and  Neighbors, 

We  all  know  that  the  fire  has  changed 
our  lives  as  a  neighborhood.  We  have 
lost  the  convenience  of  our  local  grocery 
store  and  meat  market  and  that  special 
feeling  we  shared  as  friends. 

I  have  been  in  the  meat  and  deli  busi- 
ness for  the  past  26  years,  the  last  10  of 
those  at  Diamond  Super.  When  I  started 
there  in  1 988  it  was  called  "A  Cut 
Above."  In  1 992  I  was  able  to  take  over 
the  meat  and  deli  business  and  that's  when 
it  became  "Terry's  Meat  &  Deli."  This 
is  when  I  was  able  to  add  many  of  the 
special  touches  that  became  such  an 
important  part  of  my  business. 

Through  the  years  I  have  grown  very 
close  to  Glen  Park  and  its  people.  You 
have  become  a  very  big  part  of  my  life, 
and  I  really  miss  you.  I  miss  the  diverse 
faces,  personalities,  smiles  and  hungry 
tummies.  It  was  our  job  to  feed  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  what  a  nice  collection  of 
people  to  do  it  for.  It  was  a  challenge  try- 


ing to  make  new  things  and  keep  people 
from  getting  bored  with  the  food  they 
ate. 

There  have  been  rumors  of  a  large 
national  chain  wanting  to  come  in  and 
take  over  the  store's  location.  I  think  this 
would  be  so  unfortunate  for  our  neigh- 
borhood, and  we  would  lose  the  charm 
and  values  that  make  Glen  Park  so  spe- 
cial and  why  we  all  chose  to  live  here 
We  must  stay  strong  as  a  neighborhood 
and  stick  together  and  tight  to  keep  our 
grocery  and  meat  market  at  28 1 5  Dia- 
mond St.  where  it  belongs.  I  want  to  start 
over  again  and  serve  my  neighborhood, 
if  given  the  chance. 

I  want  to  thank  all  of  you  who  have 
made  donations  at  CalFed  for  the  Fire 
Relief  Fund.  You  have  really  stood  behind 
me  and  given  me  support  that  anyone 
would  admire.  It  makes  me  very  proud 
to  know  that  so  many  people  have 
responded  in  such  a  positive  way. 

I  miss  all  of  you.  Thanks  again, 

Terry  W.  Bloom 
Terry's  Meat  &  Deli 
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MAIL    &  COPY 


521 4-F  Diamond  Heights  Blvd. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

(415)  282-2100 

FAX:  282-2102 

We  ship  UPS,  FedEX  &  US  Mail 

Packing  &  Shipping  Supplies 
Copies  &  Color  Laser  Copies 

Passport  Photos 
Private  Mail  Boxes  &  Mail  Forwarding 

Fax  Sending  &  Receiving 
Notary  Service  &  Fingerprinting 

Business  Cards  &  Keys 
Experienced  &  Helpful  Staff 

Ample  Free  Parking 
Meet  Owners  Bob  &  Perry 

HOURS 

Monday  thru  Friday  9  00  a  m  to  6  00  p  m 
Salurday.  900am  lo  4  00  p  m 
Sunday.  Closed 
Closed  Ail  Legal  Holidays 
Extended  Hours  from 
thanksgiving  lo  Christmas 
We  acoepi  Mastercard  &  Visa 

(415)282-2100 

▼  Diamond  Heights  ▼ 


The  mission  of  the  Glen  Park  Association  is  to  promote  the  collective  interests 
of  all  persons  living  in  Glen  Park,  to  inform  and  educate  about  neighborhood  and 
citywide  issues,  to  promote  sociability  and  friendships  and  to  support  beneficial 
neighborhood  projects. 

GPA  Board  of  Directors  Officers 
for  1998 


President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Health  &  Environment  


.Zoanne  Nordstrom  585-4267 

Joan  Seiwald  586-4448 


...  Ellis  Gans 
Ann  Donaldson 
Helene  Winkler 

 Lee  Guion  


586-1073 
908-6728 
334-9853 
.586-3830 
469-8428 
334-1010 
908-6728 


Membership  Secretary   John  Dahlen  

Neighborhood  Improvement  Ed  Hartnert 

Publication  Nora  Dowley  

Program   

Public  Safety  Ann  Donaldson  908-6728 

Recreation  &  Park  Richard  Craib  648-0862 

Traffic  &  Safety  Linda  Montgomery  585-6314 

Zoning  &  Planning  Kevin  Gardner  908-6728 

Visit  the  Glen  Park  Association  website  at  www.citysearch7.com/glenpark 

Glen  Park  News 

Glen  Park  News  is  published  quarterly  by  the  Glen  Park  Association.  Signed  articles  are  the 
opinions  of  the  authors  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  Glen  Park  Association. 


"Glen  Park/Sunnyside 
Are  Two  of  the  Most  Livable 
Neighborhoods  in  Town  . . . 

—  /  know,  because  I  live 
here  myself" 


Matt  Flynn 

Your  Neighborhood 
Real  Estate  Expert 

415-861-5222 
ext.  225 


CALL  NOW  TO  BUY,  SELL,  OR  MOVE 


HERTH 


REAL  ESTATE 

555  Castro  Street  ~  SF 


Lucy  B.  Stephenson 

C  e  r  tified    Public  Accountant 

(415) 586*5600 

FAX (415)  586*2152 

Individuals   •   Corporations   •  Partnerships 

964  Chenery  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

By  appointment  only 
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In  Glen  Canyon  Park 


One  of  the  dominant  plants  in  the  Canyon, 
growing  along  the  creek,  is  the  willow. 
Willows  are  an  indicator  of  water.  Any  place 
you  see  willows  growing  you  know  there 
must  be  water,  although  it  may  not  be  visible. 

The  willow  is  almost  too  successful  in 
Glen  Canyon,  it  grows  so  thickly  that  other 
native  trees  and  plants  are  shaded  out,  form- 
ing a  monoculture.  The  Arroyo  Willows' 
growth  pattern  often  results  in  blocked  trails. 
As  the  willow  thickets  increase  in  size  along 
the  creek,  they  force  the  trails  away  from  the 
flat  areas  along  the  creek  and  onto  the  steep 
hillsides.  In  order  to  maintain  a  diversity  of 
plants  and  maintain  our  trails  it  becomes  nec- 
essary to  cut  back  the  willows.  This  is  done 
in  the  late  fall  and  early  winter,  a  time  when 
it  is  less  disturbing  to  the  birds.  While  we  are 
cutting  back  the  willows  we  are  also  working 
to  protect  them  at  the  same  time  by  removing 
the  non-native  weeds.  English  Ivy  and  Cape 
Ivy. 

There  are  two  species  of  willows  in  Glen 
Canyon  -  the  Arroyo  and  the  Yellow  Willow. 
Arroyo  Willow  grows  thickly  all  along  the 
creek  and  is  the  most  noticeable.  Beyond  the 
Silver  Tree  building  there  are  a  few  Yellow 
Willows  growing  upright  among  the  Arroyo 
Willows.  Looking  down  toward  the  stream 
from  the  rim  of  the  canyon,  the  Yellow 
Willow  is  seen  as  a  taller  tree  among  the 
more  shrub-like  Arroyo  Willows.  The  Arroyo 
Willow  branches  grow  outward  and  as  they 
grow  heavier  they  bend  down  to  the  ground 
and  take  root.  It  is  the  Arroyo  Willow  branch- 
es that  block  the  trails. 

How  can  one  tell  an  Arroyo  Willow  from 
a  Yellow  Willow  besides  their  growth  pat- 
tern? The  Arroyo  Willow  has  smooth  bark 
while  the  Yellow  Willow's  bark  is  rough.  The 
leaves  on  both  willows  are  very  similar  and 
the  best  way  to  distinguish  them  is  to  exam- 
ine the  base  of  the  leaf.  At  the  base  of  the 


with  Jean  Conner 


Yellow  Willow  leaf  where  it  joins  the  stem 
are  two  small  wart-like  glands. 

While  both  willows  lose  their  leaves,  the 
Yellow  Willow  drops  them  earlier,  around 
mid-October.  The  Arroyo  Willow  keeps  its 
leaves  until  December  or  January.  That's 
when  the  catkins,  which  give  the  willows  the 
name  of  "pussy  willow,"  begin  to  appear  on 
the  bare  branches.  The  catkins  are  the  flow- 
ers of  the  willow.  They  don't  appear  on  the 
Yellow  Willow  until  the  new  leaves  have 
come  out. 

Willows  are  dioecious:  the  male  and 
female  flowers  are  on  separate  plants.  You 
can  only  distinguish  a  male  or  a  female  wil- 
low when  the  catkins  are  in  full  bloom.  Both 


Yellow  Willow 


Chestnut-backed  Chickadee 

sexes  of  catkins  begin  as  small  white  fur- 
covered  buds  along  the  branches.  As  they 
mature,  the  male  catkins  become  yellow 
from  the  many  tiny  flowers  full  of  pollen. 
The  female  catkins  become  lumpy  and  green 
with  many  tiny  seeds.  Each  seed  capsule  is 
packed  with  a  fluff  of  "cotton"  which  the 
wind  scatters.  Sometimes  the  trails  in  the 
Canyon  appear  to  be  covered  with  snow  from 
the  willow  fluff. 

The  willows  are  an  important  habitat  for 
wildlife.  Migrating  and  nesting  birds  use  the 
willows  for  shelter.  In  summer  the  flute-like 
sounds  of  the  Swainson's  Thrush  can  be 
heard  in  the  willow  thickets.  Small  birds 
such  as  White-crowned  Sparrows.  Wilson's 
Warblers  and  Chickadees  can  be  seen  glean- 
ing insects  from  around  the  catkins  and 
among  the  leaves.  Large  birds  such  as 
Mourning  Doves  rest  in  flocks  along  the 
branches.  As  early  as  March,  the  Mourning 
Cloak  butterfly  can  be  seen  lighting  on  the 
willows.  It  is  a  beautiful  black  butterfly  with 
cream  borders  on  its  wings.  The  willow  is  a 
food  plant  for  its  larvae. 

The  Willow  Leafgall  Sawfly  lays  its  eggs 
in  the  tissues  of  the  willow  leaf.  The  eggs 
hatch  into  grub-like  white  larvae  and  the  wil- 
low reacts  by  forming  a  gall  around  the 
invader.  They  are  the  red  berry-like  growths 
you  see  on  willow  leaves.  The  larva  feeds 
within  the  gall.  It  eats  its  way  out  of  the  gall 
and  drops  to  the  ground,  where  it  forms  a 
silken  cocoon  in  the  leaf  litter.  Later  it 
emerges  as  an  adult  sawfly. 


If  You  Wear  Out  Your  Body, 
Where  Are  You  Going  To  Live? 


ANDREW'S  CHIROPRACTIC  CARE 

Dr.  Andrew  Sokolsky,  D.C. 
2  Monterey  Blvd.  at  Diamond  Street 
One  block  from  Glen  Park  BART 
333-4800 


Specializing  in  relief  from  Back  and  Neck 
Pain,  Headaches,  and  Symptoms  caused  by 
motor  vehicle  accidents. 


12  Years  Serving  our  Community 


COMPLIMENTAR  Y  CONSUL  TA  TION 
WITH  THIS  AD 


Custom  Windows 

& 

Exterior  Siding 


♦  Never  paint  again! 

♦  Energy  Efficient 

♦  Family-run  company 

♦  Locally-owned 

♦  Free  Estimates 

♦  Lifetime  Warranty 


10 


California  Contractors  Licence  #  740587 


FINANCING  AVAILABLE 


HHHBBHHB 

HOME  RENEWAL  INC 

Call  now  for 
your  free  estimate 

1-800-747-0272 
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Editor: 


The  AIDS  Emergency  Fund 

appreciates  the  continuing  support 
that  Glen  Park  residents  and  mer- 
chants have  provided  our  clients  over 
the  years.  Terry's  Meat  &  Deli  was 
one  of  the  businesses  that  maintained 
an  AEF  "Every  Penny  Counts"  jar, 
which  was  lost  in  the  recent  fire.  We 
are  sorry  to  hear  of  Terry's  loss  and 
hope  he  and  Diamond  Super  will  be 
able  to  rebuild  soon. 

The  AEF  is  still  part  of  the  Glen 
Park  community,  thanks  to  penny  jars 
maintained  by  Cafe  ?,  Cal  Fed,  the 
Cheese  Boutique.  Glen  Park  Cleaners 


and  Dr.  Eve  Bernstein.  If  anyone  has 
a  coin  collection  they'd  like  to 
donate,  they  can  drop  it  in  one  of 
these  jars  or  call  our  Glen  Park  vol- 
unteer, Denis  Wade,  at  334-2747. 

The  support  of  small,  independent 
businesses  like  Terry's  is  invaluable 
to  the  Every  Penny  Counts  program. 
We  applaud  Glen  Park's  efforts  to 
maintain  this  neighborhood  character, 
and  we  thank  your  residents  for  their 
generosity. 


Yours  truly. 


Clark  Scaly 
Pennies  Project  Director 
AIDS  Emergency  Fund 


GLEN  PARK 
BOOKS 

2788  Diamond  at  Chenery,  SF 
(415)  586-3733 
GPBOOKSaaol.com 

Carrying  books  that  reflect  the  many 
interests  of  our  diverse  community 


Hours: 

M-S  10am-8pm 
Sun  10am- 4pm 


SPECIAL  ORDERS  WELCOME 
Customer  Discount  Plan 


r-  Glen  Parks 

favorite 

Lender 


Natasha  Lovas 

PgniFir.  RH»B«NTFF  MDRTOCF 


natashatovas.com 


5.0777 


Deli  &  Cafe 


American  Bakery 
Cafe  &  Catering 
Gourmet  Deli-Cheese 

 Bakery  &  Cafe 


673Portola  Drive  598  Chenery  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94127  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415-753-0750      ^  J  ,  415-239-5525 
Order  by  FAX:  415-753-0538 


Check  It  Out  At  the  Library! 

by  Mark  Hall 
Glen  Park  Branch  Librarian 

New  Librarian  Arrives 

Hello!  I'm  the  new  librarian  for  the  Glen  Park  Branch,  having  come  only  a 
short  distance  from  my  last  position  as  head  children's  librarian  at  the  Mission 
Branch.  As  many  of  you  know,  librarian  Jane  Hudson  moved  on  last  October  to 
run  the  Anza  Branch  out  in  the  Richmond  District.  She  misses  Glen  Park,  but  tells 
us  she's  enjoying  the  challenge  of  a  new  branch. 

You'll  find  a  short  calendar  of  events  below.  In  the  absence  of  a  regular  librar- 
ian in  the  past  couple  of  months,  the  programming  deadlines  for  January  and  Feb- 
ruary were  missed,  but  I've  resumed  regular  children's  story  times  and  films  already, 
and  will  offer  other  children's  and  adult  programming  starting  in  March. 

I'm  especially  interested  in  doing  at  least  one  program  about  neighborhood  his- 
tory, and  using  our  neighborhood  history  archives.  If  you're  interested  in  partic- 
ipating, or  would  like  to  share  your  ideas  on  programs  you'd  like  to  see,  please 
stop  by  or  give  us  a  call. 

Library  Calendar 

Wednesday.  March  3,  7  p.m.  Storyteller  James  Tyrone  Wallace 
A  family  program  for  all  ages. 

Saturday,  March  13.  2  p.m.  Dramatic  Readings  by  Al  Geto 
Two  tales  from  Ireland's  great  storytellers! 

Alternating  Tuesdays  (Call  for  dates),  10  &  10:45  a.m. 
Preschool  story  times  and  films. 

Glen  Park  Branch  Library;  653  Chenery  St.  (near  Diamond)  337-4740.  Hours:  Tuesday  10-6; 
Wednesday  12-8;  Thursday  1-7;  Friday  1-6;  Saturday  1-6;  Closed  Sunday  and  Monday. 


Classified  Advertising 

Individual  and  couples  therapy  for  depres- 
sion, stress,  relationship  issues.  Also  experi- 
enced with  children's  issues.  Licensed  since 
1 982.  Noe  Valley  office.  Lori  Feldman.  LCS  W 
709-2799. 


Secretarial  Services:  word  pnx.-es.sing.  book- 
keeping and  all  general  t  >t  lice  vv  ork  axiTputaTtLiv 
Helene  334-9853. 

Teens:  Homework  a  hassle?  Test  aiming  up? 
"SmiDYBUDDV  can  help;  low-key  weekly 
sessions,  credentialed  teacher,  reasonable  rales. 
415-5864577. 


GLEN  PARK 
DENTAL  OFFICE 

2790  Diamond  Street 
San  Francisco 
CA  94131-3057 

Dan  E.  Gustavson,  D.D.S. 

Telephone:  (415)  585-1500 


Winter  1999 


Page  5 


Glen  Park  News 


Consumer  Smarts- 

A  Guide  for  the  Perplexed 

by  Ellis  Gans 

From  the  Grab-Bag:  Quick  Answers  to  Some  Pesky  Problems 


Cut  Off  Junk  Mail:  Write  to  Mail 
Preference  Service,  P.O.  Box  9008.  Farm- 
ingdale,  NY  11735-9008. 

May  take  2-3  months  before  you  see 
a  decrease  in  junk  mail.  When  you  mail- 
order or  subscribe,  specify  "do  not  share 
my  name." 

Reduce  Unwanted  Telemarketing: 
Write  Mail  Preference  Service,  P.O.  Box 
9014.Farmingdale,NY  1 1735-9014,  or 
phone  them  at  (2 1 2)  768-7277.  If  a  com- 
pany repeatedly  pesters  you  with 
unwanted  calls,  tell  them  to  stop  and  com- 
plain to  the  Federal  Trade  Commission's 
SF  office.  356-5270.  You  can  also  sue 
them  in  small  claims  court. 

Dry  Cleaner  Problems:  Always 
inspect  garments  before  leaving  store.  If 
mistakes  have  been  made  be  sure  to  get 
a  receipt  for  garments  you  leave.  It's  best 
to  talk  to  the  manager  about  the  prob- 
lem. If  the  store  won't  resolve  the  prob- 
lem write  to  the  California  Fabricare  Insti- 
tute, 1 730 1  St.,  Sacramento,  CA  95814, 
or  call  them  at  (916)  443-0986. 

HMO  Health  Care  Complaints:  If 
your  HMO  (Health  Maintenance  Orga- 
nization )  denies  care,  first  ask  your  doc- 
tor if  the  denial  is  medically  or  finan- 
cially based.  (If  doctor  is  rewarded  by 
the  HMO  for  limiting  care,  the  doctor 
may  be  liable.)  If  need  to  go  through  the 
HMO's  grievance  procedure,  find  out 
who  handles  complaints,  the  HMO  or 
medical  group  it  contracts  with.  Writ- 
ten complaints  are  advisable.  If  rejec- 
tions continue,  ask  for  another  review. 
Be  persistent.  Many  claims  that  were  ini- 
tially rejected  are  finally  paid. 

If  your  HMO  doesn't  satisfactorily 
resolve  the  complaint  within  30  days  or 
takes  longer  than  60  days  to  respond,  file 


LEEGU10N,^RRT,RCP 
Pulmonary  Consultant 

Specukif  in  Chil&ood  tt  Malt  Artkj 


14)  Sings  Ave.  Phone/Fax:  41 S/586-2950 
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a  written  complaint  with  the  California 
Department  of  Corporations.  (800)  400- 
0815.  Thoroughly  document  your  claim 
Send  copies  and  keep  originals. 

Non-HMO  Health  Care  Issues:  For 
non  HMO  complaints,  call  the  state 
Department  of  Insurance.  (800)  927^357. 

For  Medicare  problems,  call  the  U.S. 
Health  Care  Financing  Administration, 
(415)744-3617. 

For  senior  citizen  health  insurance 
issues,  call  the  Health  Insurance  Coun- 
seling &  Advocacy  Program.  (800)  434- 
0222. 

Careful  Buying:  To  minimize  or 
avoid  problems  when  buying  goods  or 
services,  remember  the  Roman  saying, 
"caveat  emptor"  (let  the  buyer  beware). 
It  is  still  true.  Get  all  material  promises 
in  writing.  If  delivery  will  be  in  the  future 
be  sure  to  get  a  definite  delivery  date  in 
writing.  Remember  that  you  can  modify 
any  printed  contract  by  adding  or  delet- 
ing words  before  you  sign  it.  As  long  as 
the  other  party  initials  those  changes  it 
is  legal  (it's  best  to  get  a  supervisor,  rather 
than  the  salesperson,  to  do  the  initialing). 

Most  printed  contracts  are  designed 
to  benefit  the  company  and  limit  the  con- 
sumer's rights,  so  make  sure  exchange, 
refund  or  cancellation  conditions  are 
clearly  stated,  as  well  as  specified  war- 
ranties. Never  assume  anything,  and  never 
rely  on  the  salesperson's  verbal  assur- 
ance. 

Ellis  Gans  is  a  retired  electrical  contractor  and 
a  volunteer  consumer  advisor  for  KGO  Channel 
7  on  Your  Side.  Consumer  questions  can  he  phoned 
to  the  station  Monday  through  Friday  between  II 
a.m.  and  I  p.m.  at  954-8151.  He  is  also  a  business 
counselor  for  SCORE  (Service  Corps  of  Retired 
Executives)  and  treasurer  of  the  GPA. 


ELAINE  ROGERS 

Exclusive  Agent 


Alltute  Insurance  Company 

#6  Monterrey  Blvd. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Bus  1415)  585-9200 
FAX  (4151 585-9203 
LIC.  #  0552043 
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Merchants...  continued  from  page  1 
from  these  letters  include: 

"It  is  a  pleasure  for  merchants  and 
neighbors  alike  to  buy  their  daily  food 
and  supplies  only  a  few  blocks  from  their 
stores  and  homes.  Getting  in  the  car  sev- 
eral times  a  week  to  go  up  to  the  Dia- 
mond Heights  Safeway  as  a  substitute  to 
Diamond  Super  does  not  sound  appeal- 
ing to  many  of  us  in  the  neighborhood. 
On  the  other  hand,  how  often  are  phar- 
maceutical supplies  needed?  Weekly? 
Monthly?  Not  such  an  onerous  drive  to 
the  Safeway  or  the  Rite  Aid  Pharmacy 
when  performed  occasionally. 

"The  loss  of  Terry's  Meat  &  Deli  has 
proven  to  be  significant  to  those  busy 
urban  dwellers  who  benefit  greatly  from 
prepared  foods. 

"Many  people  choose  to  live  and  work 


in  Glen  Park  in  order  to  take  advantage 
of  public  transportation,  including  a  sig- 
nificant population  of  elderly  people. 
Since  the  fire  at  your  property,  these  peo- 
ple have  found  it  very  difficult  to  travel 
to  other  neighborhoods  to  purchase  what 
was  once  done  very  easily  and  quickly 
at  Diamond  Super  and  Terry's  Meat  & 
Deli.'' 

The  position  the  Glen  Park  Merchants 
Association  has  taken  on  this  issue  is 
quite  clear.  In  order  to  maximize  the 
impact  our  position  has  on  the  owner  of 
the  building,  support  from  the  neigh- 
borhood via  letter  writing,  petition  sign- 
ing and  keeping  an  eye  on  the  permit 
process  at  City  Hall  will  undoubtedly 
have  an  impact  on  the  future  of  the  Glen 
Park  Village. 


Supervisors,  .continued  from  page  1 

Leno's  stated  goals  at  the  city  attorney 
meeting  were  "I )  to  maintain  a  diversity 
of  services  for  neighborhoods;  2)  main- 
tain the  overall  unique  character  and 
charm  of  a  district;  and  3)  to  prevent  chain 
stores,  i.e..  non-local  business  with  absen- 
tee owners  and  trademark  signage." 
Copies  of  this  report  will  be  available 
at  the  February  9  and  subsequent  Glen 
Park  Association  meetings. 

Leno  also  brought  a  copy  of  a  letter 
he  wrote  to  Hugh  McColl.  Jr.,  the  new 
CEO  of  the  Bank  of  America,  in  which 
Leno  addressed  reinvestment  in  small 
businesses  that  have  experienced  disas- 
ters. In  the  letter,  he  asked  for  "[s]pecific 
community  reinvestment  lending  com- 
mitments from  the  bank  to  target  these 
business  so  that  communities  such  as 
Glen  Park  and  businesses  such  as  Terry's 
Deli  would  benefit."  Leno  also  said  he 
intended  to  request  a  letter  to  the  prop- 
erty owner  from  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors and  possibly  from  Mayor  Brown 
telling  her  of  the  City's  concerns. 

Supervisor  Yee  explained  in  detail  the 
different  forms  of  commercial  zoning  in 
San  Francisco  neighborhoods.  Glen  Park 
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CHEE6E  50UT1QUE 

Imported  &  Domestic 


1298  12th  Ave. 
San  Francisco  94122 
(415)566-3155 


666  Chenery  Street 
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Pax  (415)  333-5450 


is  zoned  NC2  (Neighborhood  Com- 
mercial District  2),  defined  as  commer- 
cial use  up  to  3,999  square  feet.  Addi- 
tional square  footage  would  require 
conditional  use  approval  from  the  Plan- 
ning Commission  before  any  changes 
could  be  made.  Unfortunately,  under  the 
NC2  zoning,  if  the  landlady  rebuilds  the 
existing  site  as-is,  the  neighborhood  does 
not  have  any  recourse  through  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  to  prevent  another  use,  as 
was  the  case  in  the  Inner  Sunset  recently. 
However,  Yee  encouraged  the  neigh- 
borhood to  use  political  tactics  and  the 
power  of  numbers  to  send  a  strong  mes- 
sage that  Glen  Park  residents  want  a  gro- 
cery store  and  deli  at  the  Diamond  Super 
location. 

At  Yee's  suggestion,  the  Glen  Park 
Association  filed  for  a  Block  Book  Notice 
(BBN),  which  means  that  if  a  permit 
application  is  made  for  the  Diamond 
Super  location,  we  will  be  notified  imme- 
diately. In  addition,  petitions  calling  for 
the  replacement  of  Diamond  Super  and 
Terry's  Meat  &  Deli  are  available  at  most 
of  the  neighborhood  businesses.  The  GPA 
encourages  you  to  take  petitions  with  you 
and  have  them  filled  out,  and  to  write  let- 
ters to  the  landlady  and  the  property  man- 
agement company  with  copies  to  the  Glen 
Park  Merchants'  Association.  In  addi- 
tion, make  sure  that  our  elected  officials 
and  corporate  Walgreens  know  how 
strongly  we  support  replacement  of  our 
grocery  store  and  deli. 

The  GPA  is  grateful  tt)  Supervisors 
Leno  and  Yee  for  coming  out  to  the 
January  meeting  to  help  us  with  this 
process.  We  also  thank  the  community 
for  coming  to  the  February  meeting  in 
force.  We  look  forward  to  your  support 
at  future  meetings.  Working  together  we 
can  protect  our  small  businesses,  retain 
vital  services  and  maintain  the  charm  and 
character  of  our  community. 
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A  Letter  from 
Kevin  Shelley 


The  new  year  is  a  good  time  to  reflect 
upon  our  past  accomplishments  and 
future  goals.  As  I  enter  my  second  term 
as  your  Assemblymember,  I  want  to 
share  some  of  my  past  legislative  accom- 
plishments, as  well  as  some  of  my  goals 
for  this  year. 

Education,  the  environment  and 
seniors'  issues  were  at  the  forefront  of 
my  legislative  agenda  last  year,  and  I 
intend  to  pursue  many  of  these  same 
issues  this  year.  Last  year's  $9.2  billion 
school  bond  will  help  the  state  of  our 
schools,  and  in  concert  with  our  new 
governor  I  will  carry  legislation  ensur- 
ing that  all  children  have  equal  access 
to  academic  opportunities  and  excel- 
lence. Kids  need  not  only  academic- 
opportunities,  but  also  safe  and  healthy 
environments  in  which  to  learn.  My 
School  Pesticide  Right  to  Know  Act 
would  grant  parents  and  teachers  the 
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right  to  information  about  pesticide  use 
in  schools  and  day  care  centers,  and  I 
intend  to  pursue  this  legislation. 

We  recognize  that  we  can't  grow  a 
healthy  community  unless  we  grow  a 
healthy  environment.  One  of  my  goals 
toward  that  end  is  to  advance  the  Sea 
Life  Conservation  Act,  which  would 
help  conserve  our  precious  ocean 
resources. 

Additionally,  I  am  committed  to  serv- 
ing seniors  who  have  worked  their  entire 
lives  to  afford  comfort  and  security.  I 
authored  laws  to  help  assist  the  elderly 
to  live  at  home  and  to  increase  respite 
care  for  families  and  caregivers.  This 
year  I  intend  to  author  legislation  set- 
ting standards  of  care  for  residential  care 
facilities  and  nursing  homes. 

There  is  much  work  to  be  done  and 
I  look  forward  to  a  productive  1 999  leg- 
islative session. 


Little  Bear  Seeks  a  New  Home 


Little  Bear  School  has  been  located 
at  St.  Aiden's  Church  for  over  ten  years 
and  has  provided  many  Glen  Park  chil- 
dren with  a  stimulating,  creative  and 
caring  environment  in  which  to  learn 
and  grow.  The  school  occupies  a  very 
large,  cheerfully  decorated  room  on  the 
lower  level  of  the  church  complex  along 
Diamond  Heights  Boulevard.  A  dedi- 
cated play  yard  adjoins  the  building, 
which  is  also  within  easy  walking  dis- 
tance of  Christopher  Park  or  Douglass 
Park.  In  short,  it's  a  wonderful  location 
for  a  preschool,  and  it  has  served  as  a 
preschool  on  and  off  since  the  '60s  when 
Miraloma  School  was  located  there. 

Alas.  St.  Aiden's  Church  has  chosen 
not  to  renew  the  lease  for  Little  Bear 
School  so  that  they  can  use  the  space  to 
expand  their  own  programs.  Now  this 
wonderful  preschool  my  family  has 
come  to  love  is  in  search  of  a  new  home 
and  would  appreciate  hearing  from  any- 
one who  might  have  a  lead  on  an  appro- 
priate space. 

Currently  the  school  serves  almost 
40  children,  many  of  whom  will  grad- 
uate in  June.  "Forty  children!"  you  say 
in  astonishment.  Yes,  that's  one  of  the 
reasons  we  sent  our  son  there.  He's  an 
outgoing  sort  who  we  knew  would  ben- 
efit from  interaction  with  a  large  group 
and  several  teachers.  We  also  like  that 


by  Hal  Jordy 

the  weekly  schedule  includes  classes  in 
tumbling  and  dance,  and  a  visit  to  the 
swimming  pool  at  the  Recreation  Cen- 
ter for  the  Handicapped.  The  older  chil- 
dren also  spend  some  structured  time  in 
activities  to  prepare  them  for  kinder- 
garten. 

Luckily,  my  own  child  will  graduate 
in  June  before  the  school  must  move. 
The  school  hopes  to  reopen  in  a  new 
location  in  September  with  approxi- 
mately 20  children.  To  accomplish  this, 
they  must  find  a  facility  that  provides 
35  square  feet  of  space  per  child  indoors 
and  one  toilet/sink  combination  per  15 
children.  There  should  also  be  75  square 
feet  of  outdoor  space  per  child,  but 
this  requirement  is  flexible  if  there  is  a 
park  nearby.  The  school  will  need  its 
new  facility  for  at  least  the  period  from 
September  1999  to  June  2000.  The 
school  is  open  Monday  through  Friday 
from  8  a.m.  till  6  p.m.  One  unique 
feature  of  the  school  is  that  all  of  the 
shelves  and  structures  that  divide  the 
space  can  be  rolled  out  of  the  way,  so 
that  the  area  is  available  for  other  uses 
on  weekends. 

If  you  know  of  an  appropriate  space, 
or  have  any  other  leads  that  might  help 
Little  Bear  School,  please  contact  Patri- 
cia Finnegan  at  (415)  282-2224. 


Glen  Park  Association  Meetings- 

2nd  Tuesday  of  the  Month, 
7:30  p.m. Glen  Park  Recreation 
Center  (Elk  &  Chenery  Streets) 

March  9.  Supervisor  Gavin 
Newsom.  Chair  of  the  newly  formed 
Small  Business  and  Economic 
Development  Committee 

April  13.  Richard  Craib  will  pre- 
sent a  slide  show  of  the  1 50  plus  fab- 
ulous wildflowers  in  Glen  Canyon 
Park,  and  explain  what  the  plans  are 
for  the  future  in  the  Canyon 

Spring  Flower  Walks  in  the  Canyon 
are  scheduled  for  the  following  3 
Saturdays  at  9  a.m.:  February  13, 
March  13.  April  10.  Meet  behind  the 
Recreation  Center  at  the  picnic  tables. 

Art  Shows  Coming  to  Cafe  ? 

February:  Rosemary  Rae  and  the 

Glen  Park  Pre-School 

March:  Carl  Gosline 

April:  Glen  Park  After-School 

Program 

May:  Rich  Sigberman 


CRITTER  FRITTERS 
PET  FOOD  &  SUPPLIES 

670  CHENERY  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94131 
(415)  239-7387 

OPEN  7  DAYS 
MON  -FR1  10:00  AM  -  7:00  PM 
SAT  9.30  AM  -  6:30  PM 
SUN  12:00  PM  -  6:00  PM 


GLEN  PARK 
Flower  Shop 

Invite  the  Beauty 
of  Spring  Into  Your 
Home  or  Office  ! 

Charge  by  phone  to 
All  major  credit  cards 

(415)  584-4536 


Focus  on  Spring:  Peninsula 
Wildflowers  by  the  Yerba  Buena 
Photographers  California  Native 
Plant  Society.  February  9  to  May  23, 
1999.  Slide  Show  and  Reception  - 
Sunday.  February  21,  2  p.m. 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon 
Restoration  Team  meets  to  work  in 
the  Canyon  on  the  3rd  Saturday  of 
the  month  from  9  a.m.  until  noon: 
February  20,  March  20.  April  17  and 
May  15.  Meet  behind  the  Recreation 
Center  at  the  picnic  tables.  Wear 
work  clothes  and  bring  gloves. 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 
Meetings  are  held  on  the  Jrd 

Wednesday  of  the  Month  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Glen  Park  Recreation 
Center  (Elk  &  Chenery  Streets)  in  the 
Auditorium  on  the  following  dates: 
February  17.  March  17.  April  21. 
May  19. 

Please  submit  any  calendar  items  to: 

Glen  Park  Association 

PO  Box  31392 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 


d«VIdeQ 

Glen  Park  s' 
Neighborhood  Video  Store 
Free  membership 
Free  rental  when  you  join,  on 
your  birthday,  and  after  every  12 
paid  rentals 

Laser  discs,  DVD  and  games 
Extensive  film  collection 
Superior  customer  service 
2810  Diamond  Street 
333-7321 
www.drvid.com 


GLEN 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  -  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys  •  Paints 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Monday  to  Saturday 
till  5:30  p.m. 


585-5761 

685  CHENERY  AT  DIAMOND 
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Book  Corner 


As  I  sit  here  and  think  about  what 
books  I've  read  recently  that  stand  out 
in  my  mind.  I  come  up  with  three  in  par- 
ticular. 1  think  the  best  book  I've  read 
in  the  past  six  months  is  Barbara  King- 
solver's  "The  Poisonwood  Bible."  Much 
has  been  written  in  the  mainstream  press 
about  this  story  of  a  missionary  family 
in  the  Congo.  It  spans  from  the  late 
1950s  to  the  present  day  and  is  told  in 
narrative  by  the  four  women  in  the  fam- 
ily. They  Mace  the  family  and  its  changes 
from  their  arrival  in  a  totally  alien  cul- 
ture to  their  varying  degrees  of  accep- 
tance and  understanding  over  time,  as 
well  as  how  they  are  changed  by  the  cul- 
ture. The  politics  of  the  Congo  during 
this  period  is  an  integral  part  of  the  fam- 
ily's story.  It's  a  wonderful  read. 

"Fall  On  Your  Knees"  by  Ann-Marie 
MacDonald  is  a  saga  about  the  intricate 
and  complicated  relationships  between 
the  daughters  of  an  extremely  flawed 
man.  Tragedies,  lies  and  secrets  weave 
through  their  growth  and  development 
and  ultimate  survival  on  this  unforgiv- 
ing island  off  the  coast  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia. The  story  is  complex  and  the  char- 
acters are  memorable  and  believable.  I 


by  Pat  Cull 

realize  that  both  of  these  recommenda- 
tions are  family  epics  from  the  woman's 
point  of  view,  but  the  similarity  stops 
there. 

The  third  book  that  I  loved  was  "Ful- 
ton County  Blues"  by  Ruth  Birming- 
ham. I'm  always  delighted  to  discover 
a  good  new  mystery  author  and  Birm- 
ingham fits  that  bill.  Set  in  Atlanta. 
Sunny  Childs.  PI  investigates  the  death 
of  a  Vietnam  vet  who  served  with  her 
father.  Her  interest  is  largely  to  learn 
more  about  her  mysterious  father  and 
she  finds  out  way  more  than  she  bar- 
gained for.  A  real  page-turner! 

Announcing  a  Poetry 
Contest  for  Kids 

April  is  National  Poetry  Month.  Glen 
Park  Books  is  sponsoring  a  poetry  con- 
test for  kids  age  15  and  under.  Submit 
your  poem  to  the  store  by  April  5.  The 
author  of  the  winning  poem  will  receive 
a  gift  certificate  from  Glen  Park  Books 
and  prizes  from  other  participating  mer- 
chants, and  the  winning  poem  will  be 
published  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Glen 
Park  News. 


Name: 

Home  Address 

No  PO  boxes  please 

Home  Phone  U 
Fax* 


Glen  Park  Association 

PO  Box  31292,  San  Francisco,  C  A  94131 
MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


Date: 


Work  Phone  #  _ 
e-mail  address 


My  main  concerns  about  Glen  Park  are: 


Do  you  have  any  special  skills  or  interests  (ex.,  writing,  computer 
graphics  )  that  you  can  provide  the  association?  


Do  you  own  a  computer?   

Do  you  have  access  to  the  Internet? 


Type 


I  am  interested  in  the  following  committee(s): 

□  Health  &  Environment 

□  Neighborhood  Improvement 

□  Program  (Meeting  Agenda  and  Speakers) 

□  Public  Safety 

□  Publication  (Quarterly  Newsletter) 

□  Recreation  &  Park 

□  Traffic,  Parking  &  Transportation 

□  Zoning  &  Planning 

Dues  are  only  $10.00  per  person  per  calendar  year! 


Before  Clean-up  of  O'Shaughnessy  Boulevard.  Front  row  (Lto  R)  V.  Beaudet,  J.  Dahlen, 
R.  Craib,  B.  Goldstein.  R.  Swain.  Back  row  (Lto  R)  Z.  Nordstrom,  J.  Conner,  S.  Lamb,  D. 
Eargle.  N.  Gray,  S.  Wyskiel.  Photo  by  Ed  Hartnett 


Neighborhood 
Improvement 

by  Ed  Hartnett 

With  the  holiday  madness  behind  us- 
and,  for  many,  at  least  one  broken  New 
Year's  Eve  resolution-it's  time  to  start 
thinking  about  the  new  year  and  mak- 
ing serious  plans  and  commitments.  The 
Neighborhood  Improvement  Commit- 
tee hopes  you  will  take  a  more  active 


Roy  Swain  and  Beth  Kershaw  on 
O'Shaughnessy  Blvd.  Post  Clean-up. 

Photo  by  Ed  Hartnetl 

role  in  helping  improve  our  wonderful 
community. 

One  suggestion  is  to  get  involved  in 
the  City's  Adopt-A-Street  program.  In 
public  opinion  polls,  dirty  streets  and 
sidewalks  are  always  near  the  top  of  the 
list  of  complaints  of  San  Francisco 


residents  and  visitors  alike.  And  unlike 
many  other  issues,  this  is  one  most  of 
us  can  take  a  very  active  role  in  helping 
to  correct. 

You  may  recall  the  very  successf  ul 
cleanup  of  O'Shaughnessy  Boulevard 
that  was  conducted  this  past  September. 
In  less  than  three  hours,  13  volunteers 
managed  to  clear  more  than  a  one  mile 
stretch  of  open  roadway,  filling  more 
than  60  bags  with  litter.  Thankfully,  most 
of  our  neighborhood  does  not  require 
that  degree  of  attention,  but  many  streets 
and  sidewalks  could  stand  some  regu- 
lar care.  The  Department  of  Public 
Works  will  provide  all  supplies  and  col- 
lect and  dispose  of  all  plastic  bags.  And 
maybe  you'll  be  as  lucky  as  Richard 
Craib  and  discover  a  $20  bill  in  the 
process,  not  to  mention  the  sense  of  civic 
pride  it  will  give  you! 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
either  the  Adopt-A-Street  program  at 
641-2380  or  GPA  Neighborhood 
Improvement  Committee  Chair  Ed  Hart- 
nett at  334-1010. 
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Brady  speaks  on  Cancer 

by  Lee  Guion 
Health  and  Environment  Committee 
Every  three  minutes,  a  woman  in 
the  United  States  is  diagnosed  with 
breast  cancer.  Every  12  minutes,  a 
woman  dies  of  breast  cancer. 

During  the  eight  years  of  the 
Vietnam  war.  54,000  Americans  died. 
This  year  alone,  44.000  women  will 
die  of  breast  cancer. 

In  the  last  half  of  this  century, 
cancer  moved  from  the  ninth  leading 
cause  of  death  to  the  No.  2  position.  In 
the  U.S..  a  cancer  death  occurs  every 
minute  of  every  hour  of  every  day. 

These  facts  come  as  no  surprise  to 
those  who  braved  the  rains  last 
November  10  to  hear  Judy  Brady 
speak  on  the  politics  of  cancer  at  the 
Glen  Park  Recreation  Center.  Since 
her  breast  cancer  diagnosis  at  age  43. 
Brady  has  become  an  eloquent 
spokesperson  in  the  fight  against 
cancer  and  environmental  pollution. 
Rejecting  the  "New  Age"  philosophy 
of  self  blame  and  self  cure,  she  seeks 
out     government     and  industry 
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producers  of  cancer-causing  agents 
and  holds  them  accountable. 

The  bottom  line  of  her  sad  report  to 
the  group  assembled  in  the  recreation 
center  was  that,  despite  all  the  new 
and  costly  drugs  used  to  fight  cancer, 
mortality  rates  have  not  improved. 
Brady  spoke  to  her  audience  of  a 
government  and  industry  cover-up  of 
the  true  causes  of  the  rise  in  cancer 
rates:  nuclear  radiation,  chemical  and 
electromagnetic  toxins.  She  also 
encouraged  us  to  emphasize  true 
prevention  by  fighting  industrial 
pollution  and  forcing  the  government 
to  enact  strict  environmental  controls. 

Brady  used  Zeneca,  a  British 
pharmaceutical  manufacturer,  to  show 
how  a  chemical  company  can  profit 
from  the  cancer  epidemic  while 
contributing  to  its  cause.  Zeneca 
manufactures  tamoxifin,  an 
antiestrogen  synthetic  hormone. 
Tamoxifin  is  used  to  prevent  breast 
cancer  recurrence  and  as  a  primary 
preventative  for  women  at  risk  of 
breast  cancer  because  of  family 
history  or  age.  Unfortunately,  uterine 
and  liver  cancer  are  two  of  tamoxifin's 
"side  effects."  Zeneca  also  produces 
acetochlor,  a  carcinogenic  herbicide, 
which  has  been  implicated  in  polluting 
harbors  in  the  state.  It  also  produces 
chlorine-based  chemicals  that  have 
been  linked  to  the  increased  incidence 
of  breast  cancer  in  women  exposed  to 
them. 

Weak  federal  health  standards  and 
the  presence  of  chemical  and 
pharmaceutical  industry  officials  on 
the  advisory  committees  of  the 
National  Cancer  Institute  limit  the 
positive  role  the  federal  government 
could  play  in  reducing  environmental 
pollution.  Brady  said. 

For  those  who  missed  Brady's  talk 
and  call  to  arms,  more  information  can 
be  found  in  her  book  "1  in  3:  Women 
with  Cancer  Confront  the  Epidemic." 

To  suggest  topics  and  speakers  on 
health  and  the  environment,  please 
contact  Lee  at  586-2950  or 
guionl@aol.com. 

Zoning  and  Planning 

Kevin  Gardner,  architect,  planner, 
and  Glen  Park  resident,  has  volunteered 
to  be  oui  Zoning  and  Planning  Chair. 
Current  plans  for  neighborhood  pro- 
jects are  sent  to  the  Glen  Park  Associ- 
ation and  are  available  for  your  perusal 
at  the  monthly  meetings. 


Traffic  &  Parking 

by  Linda  Montgomery 

Hopefully,  as  you  read  this,  the  trucks 
and  earthmovers  are  gone,  the  workers 
in  the  orange  vests  and  the  traffic  cones 
are  gone,  and  the  traffic  signal  at  the 
intersection  of  Bosworth,  Congo  and 
Elk  streets  has  been  installed.  It  was 
scheduled  for  November,  delayed  to 
December,  then  January,  and  finally 
completed  (we're  promised)  as  this  issue 
of  the  Glen  Park  News  was  being 
printed.  The  Glen  Park  Association  first 
approached  the  City  about  this  issue 
more  than  five  years  ago.  Various  super- 
visors championed  our  cause  but  the 
answer  was  always  the  same:  no  funds. 
But  finally  funds  were  found  and  we 
became  part  of  a  City  contract. 

The  signal  is  initially  planned  to  work 
as  a  four- way  signal,  meaning  that  each 
direction  will  have  a  dedicated  green 
light.  However,  your  input  will  be  essen- 
tial to  determine  the  optimal  configu- 
ration over  the  24-hour  and  7-day  period. 
The  signal  can  be  programmed  to  facil- 
itate the  different  traffic  flows-morning 
rush,  midday  calm,  school's  out,  evening 
rush,  weekends,  etc. 

Unfortunately,  we  will  have  to  wait 
longer  for  a  solution  to  the  flashing  yel- 
low/red light  at  the  intersection  of  Mon- 
terey and  Diamond  (south  of  the  BART 
station).  The  contract  to  modify  that  sig- 
nal to  a  conventional  green/yellow/red 
signal  has  been  awarded  as  part  of  a 
larger  signal-update  contract.  The  con- 
tract was  awarded  in  mid-December 
1998  and  the  construction  firm  has 
300  days  to  complete  all  aspects  of  the 
contract,  or  until  October  1 999.  Our  sig- 
nal could  be  first,  last  or  somewhere  in 
the  middle. 

The  updated  signal  will  be  a  steady 
green  light  for  travelers  on  Monterey 
and  Diamond.  Pedestrians  and  cars  exit- 
ing San  Jose  onto  Monterey  will  trip  the 
light  to  red.  Hopefully,  this  means  that 
as  you  come  home  late  at  night,  the  only 
car  on  the  road,  and  round  the  corner 
onto  Diamond  after  exiting  280,  you 
will  find  a  green  light  instead  of  watch- 
ing the  flashing  yellow  turn  red. 

Recreation  &  Park 

For  those  of  you  who  are  wondering. 
"What  is  going  on  in  Glen  Canyon?" 
the  San  Francisco  League  of  Urban  Gar- 
deners (SLUG)  got  a  grant  from  the 
Coastal  Conservancy  to  rehabilitate  the 
stream  south  of  the  day  camp  facility. 

They  are  removing  the  invasive  plants 
and  trees  (eucalyptus)  in  order  to  allow 
the  stream  to  flow  freely  all  year  long. 
These  trees  and  plants  suck  up  the  water 
from  the  stream,  causing  it  to  stagnate. 
In  hot  weather,  the  stream  becomes  a 
mosquito  heaven! 


In  addition,  no  native  plants  can  grow 
under  the  trees  because  the  soil  is  so 
acid,  and  the  plants  are  choked  out  by 
the  invasive  plants  because  they  do 
not  get  enough  light  to  flourish.  The 
eucalyptus  also  poison  the  remaining 
soil. 

The  Canyon  is  a  "Significant  Natural 
Resource  Area."  one  of  five  in  the  city, 
and  is  an  educational  resource  for  adults 
and  children.  Preservation  of  natural 
areas  in  urban  environments  is  a  high 
priority  for  our  environmental  future. 
Wildlife  and  native  flora  are  rapidly  dis- 
appearing. 

Even  though  it  looks  pretty  terrible 
right  now,  it  is  important  to  our  quality 
of  life  and  will  look  a  lot  better  in  a  short 
while. 

Publication  Committee 

The  Glen  Park  News  needs  a  volun- 
teer Advertising  Coordinator.  The  job 
entails  about  six  hours  per  quarterly 
issue,  working  with  our  advertisers, 
doing  telephone  ad  confirmations  and 
renewals,  and  mailing  tear  sheets.  No 
cold  calls  are  involved.  All  calls  are 
local.  Supplies  and  postage  are  reim- 
bursed promptly.  Please  call  the  GPA  at 
908-6728  if  you're  interested  in  help- 
ing the  paper  arrive  on  our  doorsteps. 

Public  Safety 

Crime  Alerts  faxed  from  the  Ingle- 
side  Police  Station  are  available  at  Glen 
Park  Association  meetings,  the  second 
Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the  Glen  Park 
Recreation  Center  at  7:30  p.m.  Every- 
one is  welcome  to  peruse  the  informa- 
tion. 

Program 

We  are  looking  for  a  Program  Com- 
mittee Chair.  This  person  is  responsi- 
ble for  arranging  for  speakers  and  pro- 
grams of  interest  to  residents  of  Glen 
Park.  This  task  is  not  a  "time  killer", 
and  there  are  a  few  people  who  have 
signed  up  for  this  Committee  to  help 
make  decisions.  Call  908-6728  and  leave 
your  name  and  phone  number. 

Supervisor  Gavin  Newsom,  Chair  of 
the  newly  formed  Small  Business  and 
Economic  Development  Committee  will 
be  our  speaker  at  the  March  9  meeting. 
Supervisor  Newsom  will  fill  us  in  on 
what  ideas  for  legislation,  ordinances, 
or  protections  for  small  business  this 
Committee  is  working  on  at  the  present 
time  and  if  they  will  be  helpful  to  our 
neighborhood  situation  with  Diamond 
Super.  Our  issue  is  City-wide,  as  we 
know. 

Richard  Craib  will  present  a  slide 
show  of  the  150  plus  fabulous  wild- 
flowers  in  Glen  Canyon  Park  at  the  April 
13th  meeting,  and  explain  what  the 
plans  are  for  the  future  in  the  Canyon. 
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